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By Gabriel 0’Rorke

ROM the magnificent
snow-capped Andes to
the bustling capital of
Santiago, Chile certainly
has its attractions. But
the industrial town of
Copiapo had done little to trouble
the country’s must-see list — until
33 unfortunate gold and copper
miners found themselves
trapped 2,000ft under-
ground for 69 days.
The story of their sur-
vival and dramatic
rescue in 2010 made
headlines around
the world. Then
Hollywood arrived
and turned the tale
into a blockbuster
movie called The
33, starring Anto-
nio Banderas and
Juliette Binoche.
The film was released
in Britain on Friday.
So with Copiapo back
in the limelight, it seemed
like a good idea to fly to the
area with my husband Tom and
young son Joshua to find out how
the town is coping with fame.
Ibooked aroom at the Hotel Wara,
where the stars also stayed during
filming. Susana Aranguiz designed
and built the Wara, and has incorpo-
rated into the complex the trappings
of faded glory from the silver rush
that hit the town in the 1800s, and
the region’s raw desert landscapes.
Seven thatched-roofed suites
stretch out along a path, each one
with a gate leading into private gar-
dens. Mud-brick walls, open beams,
thatched roofs and locally woven
rugs sit alongside elegant mahogany
furniture, chandeliers and antique
carved doors.
‘We opened for the film crew,’
Susana said as we sat under the
shade of an algarrobo tree in the

cactus-filled gardens. ‘They were
here for a month and a half, and
the gardens were their place to relax
and rest after filming.’

The pool area, complete with sun-
loungers and wood-fuelled hot tub,
looked tempting, but instead we
headed to the Mar de Dunas (Sea
of Dunes) to explore. Heading west,
we crossed a vast lunar-like land-
scape, and after half an hour reached
the Pacific Ocean.

Our destination was Bahia Inglesa,
a small beach town with turquoise
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waters and white sand, named after
marauding British pirates from the
17th Century. They say treasure
remains undiscovered in the bay.
We soon gave up digging and
wandered along the beach to a
simple-looking cafe called Ostiones
Vivos, which translates as live
scallops. This place does exactly
what it says on the tin — a plate of
live and pulsating scallops was duly
delivered to our table. A little taken
aback, we quickly covered them in
lemon juice and tucked in. Taking

e L TR

..

| struck in Chile

the coastal route back to
the hotel, we passed wide
expanses of silver sand
with just the odd cluster
of beach huts. Contin-
uing past the hotel, the
small road towards the
Andes was lined with
vineyards, all the way
up to the arid foothills.
Back at Wara, we
wallowed in the hot
tub with pisco sour
cocktails, while a other

DRAMA: Banderas
in the new movie

MOUNTAIN ESCAPE: The garden
and | area at Hotel Wara. Left:
Gabriel relaxing with her son Joshua
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guests snoozed by the
pool. This is one place
where you wouldn’t
mind being stuck for
69 days.

@ Into Latin America

(intolatinamerica.com,

0117 214 0247) offers

seven nights’ B&B

at Hotel Wara (wara.cl)
from £1,459 per person,
including return flights
from Heathrow.
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Caribbean

SANDALS RESORTS INCLUDE WHAT OTHERS DON'T.

Morel
+ Complimentary Instruction & Equipment * Unlimited Gourmet Discovery Dining with up to 16 Restaurants per Resort
* Exclusive Dine-Around Programme * Up to 11 Bars per Resort » Unlimited Premium Brand Drinks * Robert Mondavi
Twin Oaks wines * Stay at One, Play at Any Sandals** + Free Weddings- » Unique Love Nest Dream Suites » English
Guild-Trained Butlers & Concierges for Top-Tier Suites  Poolside & Beachside Cocktail Bar Service » Free Basic Wi-Fi
« Caribbean’s Best Beaches * Private Offshore Island Adventures * Tipping, Transfers & Government Taxes included

JAMAICA + SAINTLUCIA + ANTIGUA + BAHAMAS + GRENADA + BARBADOS

Sevdels

the LUXUrY INCluded’ hoiiday

LUXURY INCLUDED® RESORT TRAVEL DATES 7NIGHTS FR.  SAVE UP TO
BARBADOS
Sandals Barbados 12- 24 Jun 16 £1,395pp £3,090pc

GRENADA

Sandals LaSource Grenada
ANTIGUA

Sandals Grande Antigua  (C)
SAINT LUCIA

3-170ct ‘16 £1,549pp £2,444pc

27 Aug - 9 Sep ‘16 £1,595pp £2,130pc

5 DAY S P E CTA C U LA R Sandals Halcyon Beach  (C) 27 Aug - 8 Sep ‘16 £1.415pp £2,788pc
Sandals Regency La Toc 27 Aug - 8 Sep 16 £1,529pp £2,062pc
Sandals Grande St. Lucian 27 Aug - 8 Sep ‘16 £1,689pp £2,284pc
oavarea
Sandals Carlyle 21Sep-90ct 16 £1,139pp £1,104pc
.| Sandals Montego Bay 21Sep-90ct'16 £1,515pp £1,494pc
é Sandals Ochi Beach 21Sep-90ct16 £1,549pp £1,502pc
5| Sandals Royal Caribbean 21Sep-90ct 16 £1,569pp £1,440pc
3| Sandals Whitehouse 21Sep-90ct 16 £1,575pp £1,872pc
@| Sandals Negril 21Sep-90ct16 £1,675pp £1,484pc
A Sandals Royal Plantation (B) 21 Sep -9 Oct ‘16 £1,899pp £2,400pc
EXTRA £100°0FF PER BOOKING
S| Sandals Royal Bahamian 16 Sep - 30 Sep ‘16 £1,975pp £1,860pc
§ Sandals Emerald Bay (C) 26 Aug - 13 Oct 16 £1,999pp £2,610pc
£}
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ALLTHE ABOVE PACKAGES INCLUDE AMAZING AIR DEALS WITH BRITISH AIRWAYS OR VIRGIN ATLANTIC FLIGHTS
OTHER DATES THROUGHOUT 2016 & 2017 ALSO AVAILABLE

FREE NO. 1 TRAVELLER AIRPORT LOUNGE PASS*

07 | TRAVELLER LOUNGE
AT LONDON GATWIGKAIRP!

C=

Book now and you'll receive a FREE No. 1 Traveller Lounge pass
including Premium Lane Security access.

Your entry includes complimentary hot food from the kitchen as well as selection of cold
*  food from the pantry table. Complimentary juices, soft drinks, specialty teas & coffee,
wine, beer and spirs are available and you can take advantage of th free Wi-F, qualiy
newspapers and glossy magazines while watching the runway views. Avaiable at London
Gatwick North & South terminal o

TO BOOK THE WORLD'S LEADING ALL-INCLUSIVE RESORTS
Call 0800 012 1979 | Visit sandals.co.uk | See your local travel agent

World's Leading All
Inclusive Resorts

20 Years Running

SANDALS LASOURCE GRENADA RESORT & SPA

*SANDALS: Book by midnight 02 February 2016 for travel up to 30 November 2017. Discount varies depending on resort, room type booked and date of travel between 20-45%. Min stay 3 nights. Discount is off accommodation portion only. Up to £700 air creditis per booking and is valid at selected resorts only and
ranges between £150-£700 depending on resort booked and length of stay. Terms and conditions and blackout dates apply. "Book by 02 February 2016 Quote SDAYS when booking. £100 discount is per booking, valid on package bookings only. Min stay 7 nights. Not combinable with any other promocode offer, Terms
and conditions and blackout dates apply.+NO.1 TRAVELLER LOUNGE: Valid on bookings made up to 2nd February ‘16. Valid for travel up t 2017 travelling North Terminal when flying Economy/World Traveller or Premium Economy/World Traveller Plus
with British Airways, Virgin Atlantic or Thomson Airways. Available when flying to Antigua, Saint Lucia, Jamaica, Grenada, Barbados and Turks & Caicos. T&Cs apply. Prices are per person based on 2 adults sharing a deluxe room for 7 nights on the travel dates specified. Prices include all savings, accommodation
as stated on an all-inclusive basis (all meals, drinks, land and water sports), return scheduled flights from London with British Airways or Virgin Adantic in economy class, all taxes and in-resort transfers. Prices are subject to availability & change and are bookable through Funway Holidays. Weekend supplements
may apply. SANDALS INCLUSIONS **Available at selected resorts only. A\Mandatory caddies at cost. tRestrictions apply. ~Min 3 night stay. Gov & admin fees apply. ABTA & ATOL pratected. Al the flights and flight-inclusive holidays are financially protected by the ATOL scheme. When you pay you will be
supplied with an ATOL certificate. Please ask for it and check to ensure that everything you booked (flights, hotel and other services) is listed on it. Please see our booking conditions for further information or for more information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate.
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